ALLENBY IN EGYPT
even special interests; but it was none the less real and
had been recognized by the British Government in the
unfortunate Sykes-Picot Agreement. The French now
complained that British officers were openly supporting
the Arab claim to control the whole of Syria, and they
accused Ailenby himself of partiality. As Allenby wrote
to a friend at this time:
There is plenty to do and plenty to think about. All
nations and would-be nations and all shades of religions
and politics are up against each other and trying to get
me to commit myself on their side. I am keeping my end
up, so far; but there is need to walk warily.1
Feisal had gone to Europe to plead the Arab cause,
and presently Allenby was summoned, early in March
1919, to appear at the Peace Conference and to give his
views on the Syrian question.   At a meeting in Paris on
March 20 he stated that if the French were imposed on
an unwilling Syria "there would be trouble and even war"
between French and Arabs.   On the next day, when he
had   been   in   Paris   barely   thirty-six   hours,   Allenby
received instructions from the Cabinet to return to Egypt
as Special High Commissioner and to restore order there.
Before dealing with the causes of this sudden appoint-
ment, it will be as well to outline the subsequent course
of events in Syria.   Although Allenby continued to be
responsible for the military administration in Syria for
another seven or eight months, his main preoccupation
was henceforth to be with Egypt.   The Peace Conference,
from which he had been called so abruptly, decided to
postpone the difficult solution by appointing a Com-
mission of American, British, and French representatives
to visit Syria and ascertain the wishes of the population
at first hand.   This would have been, if carried out, in
accordance with a pledge given by Allenby on behalf of
1 From a letter to Major-General J. Vaugkan (March 2, 1919).
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